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Editor's Report for 1990 
Papers Published in 1989 
During 1989 we published a record number of pages and a record 
number of papers in the journal of Investigative Dermatology, in addi-
tion to three supplemental issues. As shown in Table I, the number 
of submitted papers over the past three years has stabilized at around 
' 500, and we have published more editorial pages of original research 
papers in 1989 than ever before. The three supplemental issues 
included the issue commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 
Journal and the Society for Investigative Dermatology, and the 
rerum of the proceedings of the Symposium on the Biology of the 
Skin. We also published more abstracts than ever before, in large 
measure because of the impressive program of the first tricontinen-
ral meeting of the three major international societies for dermato-
logic research. 
T able II indicates the types of publications published in 1989. 
Rapid communications continue to provide a means for facilitated 
publication of concise, definitive, and important new findings, but 
they still remain a minor component of the published manuscripts. 
As shown in Table III, we accepted 60% of submitted papers. The 
Editorial Board is comfortable with the level of papers being ac-
cepted for publication, and we anticipate that we will continue to 
provide the pages to accommodate 60% of submitted papers. Our 
goal is to maintain the quality of published papers and at the same 
time to make the journal reasonably accessible to all cutaneous biol-
ogists. To assure the quality of published work we will maintain the 
same standard of editorial requests for revision and resubmission 
when necessary. 
The geographic distribution of 1989 submissions is noted in 
Table IV. The Editorial Board is gratified by the balanced pattern of 
submissions: 211 papers from North America , 199 papers from 
Europe and 81 papers from Asia. This balance is also reflected in the 
expanded use of international reviewers. 
A summary of the duration of the review process is shown in 
Table V . The total time in review of the "standard" paper requiring 
two reviewers has progressively improved since 1987, and is now at 
just two months. The requirement for a third reviewer due to return 
of manuscripts unreviewed or disagreements between two primary 
reviewers adds on the average 18 days to the duration of review. 
Rapid communications require one and one half months for review. 
The involvement of Associate Editors in the review process has 
greatly enhanced the quality of the review process without extend-
ing the time in review by an unacceptable period. 
Table I. JID Publication Statistics, 1986-1989 
1986 1987 1988 
Original reports submitted 438 503 501 
Original reports published 253 235 239 
Supplement articl es 12 
Editorial pages 1388 1324 1405 
Supplement pages 72 
Abstract pages 192 105 143 
Total pages 1580 1501 1548 
Table II. Profile of 1989 Publications 
Original reports 
Rapid communications 
Review articl es 
Supplement articles 
Editorials 
Letters to the Editor 
Book reviews 
244 
10 
1 
62 
1 
19 
7 
1989 
488 
254 
43 
1455 
455 
247 
2157 
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Table III. Fate of 1989 Submissions 
Submitted 488 
Accept, revision, rereview, resubmit 
Reject 293 (60%) 195 (40%) 
Table IV. Geographic Origin of 1989 Submissions 
USA 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Federal Republic of Germany 
France 
Austria 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Canada 
Denmark 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Finland 
Norway 
200 Australia 3 
75 Belgium 3 
45 Iceland 3 
38 China 2 
29 German Democratic Republic 2 
14 Egypt 2 
12 Hungary 2 
12 India 2 
9 Israel 2 
9 Mexico 2 
7 Czechoslovakia 1 
5 Brazil 1 
4 Hong Kong 1 
4 Korea 1 
I announced last year that the Editorial Board would be expanded 
by adding experts in targeted areas of research including more basic 
scientists. The new members of the Editorial Board and their areas 
of expertise are as follows: 
Russell Potts, Ph.D.- biophysical properties/percutaneous ab-
sorption 
Braham Shroot, Ph.D. - pharmacology /percutaneous absorption 
Thomas Krieg, M.D .-extracellular matrix 
F. Michael Pope, M.D.- genetics 
Gunhild Vejlsgaard, M .D. - HIV /retroviruses 
Lutz Gissmann, Ph.D.-virology 
Tung-Tien Sun, Ph.D. - keratinocyte biology 
Donald MacDonald, M.D. -dermatopathology 
Thomas Kupper, M .D.- molecular immunology 
Fiona Watt, Ph.D.-keratinocyte biology 
The new Editorial Board will provide broader expertise in a number 
of areas: dermatopathology, biophysical properties of the skin, and 
notably in molecular and cellular biology applied in the areas of 
immunology, keratinization and epidermal differentiation, virol-
ogy, and genetics. I anticipate that the new Associate Editors will 
attract additional manuscripts and will also provide the names of 
additional reviewers in their areas of expertise. 
In the July issue of the Journal I announced the new editorial 
policy on review articles. We will be inviting selected authors to 
submit review articles for publication in the JID. I will also invite 
the general readership to submit review articles for consideration by 
the Editorial Board. Our goal is to publish a single review every 
month. 
"In This Issue .. . . " has been a very popular addition to the 
journal, serving as an introduction to important articles published in 
each month's issue. The acceptance of this feature has been due in 
considerable measure to the excellent writing of Gina Kolata and 
Jean Marx and to the guidance of Naomi Kanof, Lloyd King, and 
Irwin Braverman in selecting articles to be featured. "In This 
Issue . . . "will now be written by members of the Editorial Board · 
in Denver. I am also pleased to announce that Lela Lee, M.D., will 
be added to the Editorial Board as a Chief Associate Editor. 
I must also mention that a new contract has been successfully 
negotiated with our publisher, Elsevier Science Publishing Com-
pany, and will provide important advantages to the journal and the 
two sponsoring societies. The details of this contract will be an-
nounced in more detail in the Secretary /Treasurer's report. From 
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Table V. Duration of Review 
Reviewer 1 Reviewer 2 
Standard review 
1987 36 35 
1988 35 36 
1989 35 34 
Third reviewer required 
1987 32 34 
1988 27 30 
1989 30 31 
Rapid communication 
1987 21 18 
1988 22 26 
1989 29 25 
the editorial viewpoint, the most important changes will be an 
expansion in the number of pages avai lable for articles to 1824 
pages, in 12 issues plus one supplement. This will assure that we will 
be able to publish all of the current submitted papers ofJID quality, 
plus one Supplement, plus review articles, and that we will still have 
room for anticipated growth over the next five years. I believe that I 
can assure authors that page limitations will11ot prevent publication 
J 
Time in Review (days) 
Reviewer 3 Associate Editor 
30 
30 
30 
13 
14 
12 
15 
14 
13 
Editor To!A! 
6 70 
6 66 
6 61 
5 92 
6 0 
6 79 
7 43 
6 4.> 
5 47 
in this Journal. In closing, I would like to thank the contributors an 
reviewers for their continued efforts on the behalf of the journal 
The Associate Editors again deserve our thanks for their labors. 
assure a uniform, fa ir, and constructive review process. I must agam 
thank Bill W eston, C lark Huff, and Klaus Wolff for their contin-
ued effective contributions to the publication of The j oumal oflm'fS-
tigatille Dermatology. 
